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Park  Lane, 

Welshpool. 

June  30th,  194&. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  . - 

For  the  Year  ended  December  31sfe  ^1946,  and  for  the 
year  ended  December  31st,  1947. 


To  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  Borough  of  Welshpool 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Re- 
ports for  the  years  1946  and  1947,  drawn  up  in  accord- 
ance with  instructions  contained  in  the  Welsh  Board 
of  Health  Circulars  13/47  (Wales)  and  170/47  (Wales),, 
respectively. 

1.  Vital  Statistics,  1946. 


A.  Population:  Mid-Year  estimate,  5,714,  an  increase 
of  230  on  the  1945  population. 

B.  Births  : 


Male.  Female.  Total.. 


(i)  Live  Births:  Legitimate  64  55  119 

Illegitimate  2 4 6 

(ii)  Still  Births:  Legitimate  0 2 2 

Illegitimate  0 1 1 

Live  Births:  Total:  125. 


Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  21.9. 
(Compared  with  19.1  for  England  and  Wales).. 
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Still  Births:  Total:  3. 

Rate  per  1 000  of  the  population,  0.53. 
(Compared  with  0.53  for  England  and  Wales). 


C.  Deaths: 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

(a)  All  causes  35  38  73 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population,  12.8. 
(Compared  with  11.5  per  1,000  population  for 
England  and  Wales). 

(b)  Infantily  Mortality: 

Total  deaths  of  Infants  under  the  age  of  one  year,  4. 
Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births,  32. 

(Compared  with  43  for  England  and  Wales). 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  the  age  of 
two}' ears:  0. 

Rate  per  1,000  population:  0.  (Compared  with  4.4 
for  England  and  Wales). 


(C)  Causes  of  Death.  Male. 

(i)  Tuberculosis  of  the  Res- 
piratory system  2 

(ii)  Other  forms  of  Tubercu- 
losis 0 

(hi)  Cancer  of  the  Uterus  0 
Cancer  of  the  Stomach  and 
and  Duodenum  0 

Cancer  of  the  Breast  0 

Cancer  of  other  sites  2 

(iv)  Diabetes  0 

(v)  Intracranial  Vascular 

Lesions  2 

(vi)  Heart  Disease  12 

(vii)  Other  diseases  of  the  Cir- 
culatory system  2 

(viii)  Bronchitis  1 


Female.  Total. 

2 4 

1 , 1 
1 1 


1 

1 

1 

2 


1 

1 

3 

2 


3 5 

3 15 

1 3 

2 3 
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Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

<ix)  Pneumonia 

0 

2 

2 

(x)  Other  Respiratory 

Diseases 

1 

0 

1 

<xi)  Nephritis 

1 

8 

9 

(xii)  Premature  Births 

0 

1 

1 

(xiii)  Congenital  Malforma- 

tion  or  Birth  injury 

3 

0 

3 

(xiv)  Violent  causes 

1 

2 

3 

(xv)  All  other  causes 

7 

6 

13 

D.  Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  the  following  cases 

were  notified: 

Measles 

6 

9 

15 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

9 

15 

Pneumonia 

5 

7 

12 

Erysipelas 

1 

3 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

0 

1 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis. 

Pulmonary 

2 

4 

6 

Miliary 

0 

1 

1 

Other  sites 

0 

1 

1 

During  the  year,  5 cases  of  Tuberculosis  died,  name- 
ly, 3 Pulmonary,  1 Miliary,  and  1 Meningitis. 

Dr.  M.  I.  Jackson  and  Dr.  R.  J.  Clarke  of  the  Welsh 
National  Memorial  Association  continue  to  hold  fort- 
nightly clinics  at  the  Hosptal,  for  the  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  Tuberculosis.  I take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  them  for  the  invaluable  and  excellent  work 
they  are  doing. 

The  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  that  of  a child  who 
contracted  the  disease  during  the  severe  Typhoid 
epidemic  at  Aberystwyth.  She  was  removed  to  the 
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Monkmoor  Isolation  Hospital  and  fortunately,  no  fur- 
ther cases  were  reported  here. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  : This  is  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  of  the  County  Council.  Im- 
munisation is  free  of  charge. 

1.  WATER. 


(a)  Town  Supply. 

Rainfall  figures  for  the  year  were  as  follows : — 


January 

3.07 

July 

1.92 

February 

4.70 

August 

5.48 

March 

1.57 

September 

4.27 

April 

1.03 

October 

1.79 

May 

2.58 

November 

5.75 

June 

2.84 

December 

2.73 

Total 

37.73 

The  minimum  supply  to  the  reservoirs  was  recorded 
on  the  7th  of  August,  when  the  figure  was  84.758  gal- 
lons per  day.  At  the  end  of  the  dry  period  the  level  of 
the  first  pool  had  dropped  to  2ft.  5iins.  below  the  top 
water  level — the  second  and  third  pools  were  full.  The 
draw  on  storage  was  IJ  million  approximately.  There 
was  ample  supply  during  the  year. 

The  miniumum  waste  line  registered  on  night  in- 
spection was  1,400  gallons  per  hour. 

The  average  consumption  was  103,000  per  day. 

Four  samples  of  the  town  water  were  taken  and  all 
were  satisfactory;  also  Welshpool  Waterworks  8,  Peny- 
bryn  1,  and  Gelli  3.  During  the  year  therefore  16  sam- 
ples were  submitted  to  the  Medical  Research  Council’s 
Laboratory  for  analyses  and  bacteriological  examina- 
tion. 


(b)  Trinity  Well. 

The  scheme  for  supplementary  water  supply  from 
Trinity  Well  was  approved  by  the  Welsh  Board  of 
Health,  subject  to  the  Council  agreeing  to  provide 
more  efficient  filtration  to  the  main  supply  from  Black 
Pool.  The  Welsh  Harp  gathering  ground  has  been  pur- 
chased and  plans  for  mechanical  filtration  of  the  town 
supply  are  in  hand. 

(c)  Other  Schemes. 

Schemes  for  provision  of  water  to  new  housing  sites 
at  Trewern  and  Castle  Caereinion  are  also  in  hand, 
and  alongside  these,  consideration  is  being  given  to  the 
possibilities  of  the  County  Water  Scheme  as  outlined 
by  Major  A.-H.  S.  Waters. 

(d)  Extensions  of  existing  Supply. 

There  have  been  extensions  of  the  existing  systems 
to  supply  36  permanent  houses  at  Woodside,  50  Prefab- 
ricated houses  at  Caeglas  and  2 factories  and  a builders 
yard  at  Henfaes  Lane.  A start  has  been  made  to  re- 
place existing  ball  hydrants  with  screw  down  pattern. 
Services  have  also  been  supplied  for  2 houses  being 
built  by  private  enterprise  and  two  school  canteens. 

2.  (a)  Guilsfield  and  Groes  Supply. 

Three  samples  of  this  water  were  taken  and  all  were 
satisfactory.  Weekly  visits  were  made  to  re-charge  the 
drip  chlorinator.  At  the  end  of  the  dry  period  the  quan- 
tity of  water  in  the  tank  was  135,000  gallons.  The  min- 
imum spring  yield  into  the  tank  was  2,057  gallons  per 
day.  These  figures  were  recorded  on  the  10th  August. 
Ho  consumption  tests  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

(b)  Housing  Scheme. 

Approval  has  been  obtained  for  extension  of  the 
water  mains  into  the  new  housing  site  at  Guilsfield 
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and  along  the  Guilsfield-Arddleen  Road  to  the 
Borough  Boundary. 

3.  Dwelling-  Houses  Supplied  with  Public  Mains. 

No.  of  houses  having  Public  indoor  supply 
No.  with  out-door  standpipe 
No.  with  indoor  private  supply 
No.  dependent  on  Private  springs 

4.  Milk. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  18  retail  producers 
and  79  wholesale  producers  on  the  registers  kept  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders. 

14  applications  were  received  for  registration  under 
this  order  and  four  producers  were  registered. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  13  producers  in  the  Borough 
held  accredited  licences  and  there  were  17  producers 
holding  T.T.  licences,  compared  with  16  in  the  previous 
year. 

All  sampling  of  milk  is  now  carried  out  by  Repres- 
entatives of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Information 
as  to  the  results  are  not  available. 

5.  Food. 

The  large  increase  in  the  consumption  of  tinned 
food  continues.  401  small  tins  of  food  have  been  con- 
demned, as  against  268  last  year.  Other  foods  con- 
demned were  82  lbs.  of  meat,  280  lbs.  fish,  49  lbs.  bacon 
and  145  lbs.  fruit.  In  this  connection  88  separate  cert- 
ificates were  issued  during  the  year.  All  meat  is  being 
supplied  through  the  Central  Slaughter  House  at  New- 
town. Delivery  is  by  open  lorry  covered  with  tar- 
paulin sheets  and  as  a temporary  arrangement  it  would 
probably  be  difficult  to  improve  on  this  system. 


873 

405 

181 

395 
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6.  Drainage  and  Sewers 

(a)  Existing  Drainage  System.  No  great  trouble  was. 
experienced  with  the  town  drainage  system  though 
there  were  instances  when  the  sewers  were  surcharged 
with  surface  water.  Where  it  is  possible  to  do  so  with^ 
out  causing  nuisance,  storm  water  overflows  are  being 
constructed. 

Cleaning  and  flushing  of  sections  of  the  sewer  were 
carried  out  and  the  usual  tests  have  been  applied  to- 
all  new  extensions  of  the  drainage  system. 

(b)  Housing  Sites.  Extensions  of  the  sewer  were  car- 
ried out  on  the  Woodside  and  Caeglas  Estates  for  86- 
houses  and  a section  of  9 ins.  sewer  was  constructed 
at  the  Industrial  Site  on  Henfaes  Lane  where  two  new 
factories  have  been  built. 

7.  Infestation  Orders. 

Rodent  destruction  work  continues  as  before.  There 
is  one  full-time  operator  whose  services  are  shared 
equally  by  the  Montgomeryshire  County  Council  on 
the  one  hand  and  jointly  by  Forden  R.D.C.  and  the 
Boroughs  of  Montgomery  and  Welshpool  on  the  other. 
His  work  is  closely  supervised  by  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  the  results  have  been  very 
satisfactory  from  the  Council’s  standpoint. 

95  premises  in  the  Borough  have  been  inspected  dur-^ 
ing  the  year  and  full  treatment  carried  out  in  40  of 
these.  The  whole  of  the  town  sewers  has  also  been 
treated,  with  good  results.  The  town  refuse  tip  has  al- 
so been  visited  regularly  and  infestation  kept  down  to 
a minimum. 

8.  Nuisances. 

101  Notices  were  served  to  remedy  nuisances  follow- 


ing  complaints  receiyed  and  inspections  made.  All 
were  dealt  with  informally. 

9.  Disinfections. 

Six  houses  were  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious 
•disease.  , 

10.  House  Refuse. 

Collections  of  house  refuse  have  been  extended  to 
cover  the  villages  of  Groes,  Guilsfield.  Buttmgton, 
Trewern  and  the  districts  at  Belan  and  Brithdir. 

11.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  action  was  found  necessary. 

12.  Closet  Accommodation. 

No  change. 

13.  Shops  and  Offices. 

The  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  have  been  complied 
with.  No  court  proceedings  took  place. 

14.  Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action. 

15.  Schools. 

The  schools  in  the  Borough  have  been  inspected 
periodically.  Plans  of  a new  primary  school  on  Doly- 
felin  prepared  by  the  County  Architect  have  been  ap- 
proved. 

16.  Housing. 

■ (a)  Site  Preparation  Works  for  50  temporary  bun- 
galows at  Caeglas,  14  permanent  houses  at  Erw  Wen, 
20  at  Guilsfield  were  started. 

(b)  New  Houses.  The  building  of  100  Corporation 
houses  was  put  in  hand  and  of  these  39  were  com- 
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pleted  and  occupied  in  the  year.  Three  others  were 
erected  by  Private  Enterprise  and  two  more  started. 

(c)  Overcrowding.  The  adoption  of  the  “Points” 
system  for  letting  of  houses  has  led  to  a large  number 
of  re-surveys  for  overcrowding.  55  houses  were  in- 

, spected  and  29  of  these  were  found  to  be  overcrowded. 

(d)  Condemned  Houses.  68  of  the  houses  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  habitation  in  1936  are  still  occupied. 
The  housing  shortage  is  still  most  acute,  there  being 
308  applications  for  Council  Houses. 

(e)  Repairs  to  Existing  Property.  All  improvements 
and  repairs  to  existing  property  are  being  dealt  with 
by  the  Council’s  Licensing  Committee  but  there  is  dif- 
ficulty in  finding  sufficient  materials  and  labour  to 
>carry  out  the  necessary  work.  The  importance  of  main- 
taining reasonable  standards  in  existing  houses  is 
fully  realised  by  the  Council  and  it  is  hoped  that  some 
solution  to  this  difficult  problem  may  soon  be  found. 

1.  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1947. 


A.  Population:  Mid-year  estimates:  5,856,  an  in- 

'Crease  of  142  on  the  1946  population,  and  of  372  on  the 
1945  population. 


B.  Births: 


Male. 

(i)  Live  Births:  Legitimate-  66 

Illegitimate  0 

(ii)  Still  Births:  Legitimate  0 

Illegitimate  0 


Female.  Total. 
55  121 

1 1 
1 
1 


Live  Births:  Total:  122. 


Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population:  20.73. 
(Compared  with  20.5  for  England  and  Wales). 


10 


Still  Births:  Total:  2. 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population:  0.34. 
(Compared  with  0.5  for  England  and  Wales). 

C.  Deaths:  Male.  Female.  TotaL 

(a)  Total  from  all  causes  33  39  72 

Death  rate  per  1,000  Population:  12.3. 

(Compared  with  12.0  for  England  and  Wales). 

(b)  Infantile  Mortality: 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year : Total : 3. 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births:  24.5. 

(Compared  with  41  for  England  and  Wales). 
Deaths  from  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  under  the- 
age  of  two  years : 0. 


) Causes  of  Death: 
Tuberculosis  of  the  Res- 

Male. 

Female 

TotaL 

piratory  system 

0 

3 

3 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Cancer  of  the  Stomach 

1 

0 

1 

and  Doudenum 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer  of  the  Breast 

0 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 
Intracranial  Vascular 

3 

1 

4 

Lesions 

7 

11 

18. 

Heart  Diseases 

11 

10 

21 

Bronchitis 

2 

0 

2. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

0 

1 

1 

Appendicitis 

1 

0 

I 

Nephritis 

0 

3 

3: 

Prematurity 

0 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

0 

1 

Suicide 

0 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

6 

6 

12: 

33 


39 


72: 
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D.  Infectious  Diseases. 


During  the  year  1947  the  following  diseases  were 
notified : — 


Male. 

Female. 

Total.. 

Measles 

22 

27 

49 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

8 

8 

Pneumonia 

7 

1 

8 

Erysipelas 

0 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  : 

Pulmonary 

3 

3 

6 

Non-Pulmonary 

0 

1 

1 

Two  of  the  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  died.* 
The  case  of  non-Pulmonary  Tubercle  has  fully  re- 
covered. 


Venereal  Diseases. — These  are  not  notifiable  but  all 
cases  brought  to  my  notice  are  sent  to  the  V.D.  Clinic 
at  Shrewsbury  for  treatment. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  of  children  under  five  and 
children  attending  school  is  most  efficiently  carried 
out  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  of  the  County  Council. 

Poliomyelitis. — No  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year. 

The  care  of  Premature  and  Illegitimate  children  is 
one  of  the  many  important  duties  of  the  County  Health 
Visitor  of  the  County  Council. 
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1.  WATER. 

(a)  Town  Supply. 


Rainfall  figures  for  the  year  were  as  follows:  — 


•January 

2.26 

July 

2.84 

February 

1.12 

August 

.85 

March 

4.97 

September 

1.99 

April 

2.55 

October 

.49 

May 

2.76 

November 

3.22 

June 

1.57 

December 

2.74 

Total  - 27.09 


The  minimum  supply  to  the  reservoirs  was  65,975 
gallons  per  day.  This  figure  which  was  first  recorded 
vOn  the  25th  August  was  maintained  until  27th  October 
with  the  excepton  of  slight  increases  to  74,390  on  the 
-29th  September  and  70,182  on  the  13th  October,  There 
were  further  increases  to  74,390  between  28th  October 
and  10th  November,  and  to  106,565  between  the  13th 
.and  19th  November.  After  this  date  the  supply  came 
,back  to  normal  winter  flow. 

The  levels  in  the  three  pools  on  the  10th  November 
were  as  follows:  — 

No.  1 PooL  7fL  9ins.  below  top  water  level. 

No.  2 Pool,  6ft.  4ins.  below  top  water  level. 

No.  3 Pool,  Full. 

No  restriction  in  the  supply  was  imposed.  At  the  end 
fof  the  dry  period,  the  estimated  quantity  in  storage 
was  just  over  2,000,000  gallons.  Thip  is  the  lowest 
ifigure  recorded  and  as  the  drought  was  the  longest  for 
the  past  20  years  the  results  are  considered  very  satis- 
. factory. 

The  minimum  waste  line  registered  on  night  inspec- 
tion was  1,500  gallons  per  hour. 
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The  average  consumption  was  103,000  gallons  per 
day.  During  the  periods  when  town  water  is  being  con- 
sumed by  the  Railway  Co.,  the  consumption  averages 
140,000  gallons  per  day. 

During  the  year  86  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
Medical  Research  Council  Laboratory  for  bacterio- 
logical examination.  This  figure  was  made  up  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Welshpool  Town  Supply  (taken  from  taps  in  the 
town,  7 : all  were  satisfactory;  Welshpool  Waterworks, 
(raw  water),  36;  Groes  and  Guilsfield  supply,  8;  County 
Water  Scheme,  6;  River  Severn,  2;  Castle  Caereinion, 
3;  Gelli,  7;  Welsh  Harp,  3;  Pentre  Glommen,  Butting- 
tom  1;  Private,  12. 

During  the  year  further  information  as  to  the  effect 
of  storage  on  the  quality  of  the  raw  water  has  been 
collected.  Up  to  December  31st,  1947,  44  samples  had 
been  taken  and  an  effort  is  being  made  to  collect  them 
monthly  in  order  to  ascertain  the  purification  which 
takes  place  in  the  water  during  its  passage  through 
each  of  the  three  reservoirs  under  the  varying  weather 
conditions.  An  interim  report  on  the  results  of  these 
investigations  which  are  now  in  their  third  year  will 
be  submitted  to  the  Water  Committee  shortly. 

(b)  Extensions  of  existing  Supply. 

There  have  been  extensions  of  the  existing  mains  to 
supply  14  new  permanent  houses  erected  at  Dolerw. 
Services  were  laid  on  to  two  houses  erected  by  private 
enterprise.  Services  were  also  provided  for  supplying 
two  cattle  drinking  troughs,  attested  cattle  sheds,, 
market  gardener’s  premises  and  one  private  house. 
Six  additional  houses  on  the  Westwood  Estate  were 
connected  to  the  emergency  pumping  system. 
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2.  Guilsfield  and  Groes  Supply. 

Two  samples  from  taps  in  the  village  were  taken, 
both  were  satisfactory.  Weekly  visits  were  made  to  re- 
charge the  drip  chlorinator.  At  the  end  of  the  dry 
period  the  quantity  of  water  in  the  tank  was  32,500 
gallons.  The  minimum  spring  yield  into  the  tank  was 
1,350  gallons  per  day.  This  figure  was  recorded  on  the 
25th  October  and  again  on  the  31st  October.  No  con- 
.sumption  tests  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

3.  County  Water  Scheme. 

During  the  year  the  Council  have  given  serious  con- 
sideration as  tp  the  possibility  ,of  forming  a Bulk 
Board  with  the  Llanfyllin  R.D.C.  to  take  water  from 
the  River  Gam.  Additional  supplies  are  an  urgent 
necessity  and  there  appear  to  be  two  alternatives;  to 
adopt  the  County  Scheme  or  to  develope  the  existing 
works  and  take  in  supplementary  supplies  from  Local 
.Springs.  No  decision  has  yet  been  reached. 

4.  Milk. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  18  retail  producers 
.and  87  wholesale  producers  on  the  registers  kept  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders. 

Six  applications  were  received  for  registration  under 
this  order  and  eight  producers  were  registered. 

'At  the  end  of  the  year  11  producers  in  the  Borough 
held  accredited  licences  and  there  were  19  producers 
holding  T.T.  licences. 

All  sampling  of  milk  is  now  carried  out  by  repres- 
entatives of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Information 
as  to  results  are  not  available. 

5.  Food. 

997  small  tins  of  food  were  condemned,  as  against 
401  last  year.  Other  foods  condemned  were  1,032  lbs. 
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meat,  235  lbs.  bacon,  140  lbs.  fish,  185  lbs.  cheese,  33 
lbs.  butter,  44  lbs.  margarine,  80  lbs.  sugar,  lbs.  tea. 

In  this  connection  289  separate  certificates  were  issued 
during  the  year.  All  meat  is  still  supplied  through  a 
central  slaughter  house  at  Newtown  and  delivery  is  by 
open  lorry  provided  with  tarpaulin  cover. 

6.  Drainage  and  Sewers. 

(a)  Existing  Drainage  System.  No  great  trouble  was 
experienced  with  the  town  drainage  system  though 
there  were  instances  when  the  sewers  were  surcharged 
with  surface  water. 

Cleaning  and  flushing  of  sections  of  the  sewer  were 
carried  out  and  the  usual  tests  have  been  applied  to 
all  new  extensions  of  the  drainage  system. 

(b)  Housing  Sites. — Extension  of  the  sewer  were 
carried  out  to  the  Dolerw  and  Maes  Owen  sites. 

7.  Nuisances. 

34  Informal  and  three  statutory  notices  were  served 
in  respect  of  nuisances  following  complaints  received  , 
and  inspections  made. 

8.  Disinfections. 

Three  houses  and  the  ambulance  car  were  disin- 
fected after  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

9.  Verminous  Premises. 

Two  dwelling  houses  were  disinfested. 

10.  Infestation  Orders. 

The  arrangements  for  Rodent  destruction  have  not 
changed  during  the  year  and  the  results  of  the  Oper- 
ators work  continue  to  give  satisfaction. 
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11.  Registration  of  Ice  Cream  Retailers. 

One  retailer  was  registered. 

12.  House  Refuse. 

Collections  have  been  extended  to  cover  houses  in 
all  villages  in  the  Borough  and  those  en  route. 

13.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

Two  samples  of  raw  water  from  the  River  Severn 
have  been  taken. 

14.  Closet  Accommodation. 

No  change. 

15.  Shops  and  Offices. 

The  provision  of  the  Shops  Act  have  been  complied 
with.  No  court  proceedings  were  necessary. 

16.  Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  was  necessary. 

17.  Schools. 

The  schools  in  the  Borough  have  been  inspected 
periodically.  New  sanitary  conveniences  are  being 
provided  at  the  Berriew  Road  Schools  and  when  com.- 
plete  will  be  a great  improvement. 

A new  canteen  has  been  provided  at  the  Modern 
Secondary  School. 

18.  Housing. 

(a)  Site  Preparation  Works  for  40  houses  at  Maes 
Owen  were  started. 

(b)  New  Houses. — 14  Council  houses  at  Dolerw  were 
completed  and  occupied. 
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(c)  In  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1947,  43  Per- 
manent and  50  Temporary  houses  were  completed. 

(d)  Overcrowding. — In  connection  with  applica- 
tions for  Council  houses,  5 houses  were  surveyed  and 
3 were  found  to  be  overcrowded. 


Comparative  Statistics. 


1946. 

1947. 

Population 

5714 

5856 

Live  Birth  Rate 

21.9 

20.73 

Still  Birth  Rate 

0.53 

0.34 

Death  Rate 

12.8 

12.3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (under  1 year) 

32 

24.5 

Infectious  Disease — Cases  notified 

49 

66 

Tuberculosis : Pulmonary 

6 

6 

Non-Pulmonary 

2 

1 

The  notes  on  Rainfall,  Water  Supply,  Housing,  etc., 
were  kindly  supplied  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  and 
Water  Inspector. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  them  and  the 
Town  Clerk  for  their  valuable  help  and  advice  and  for 
their  kind  consideration  during  my  first  eighteen 
months  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


D.  R.  B.  MATHIAS. 


